[Long-term follow-up results of stage III and IV thymomas and thymic carcinomas invading the great veins].
A series of 24 patients with stage III and IV thymomas and thymic carcinomas were reviewed with respect to the invasiveness of the superior vena cava (SVC) and brachiocephalic veins (BCV). Masaoka staging revealed stage III disease in 14 patients and stage IV in 10. Follow-up ranged from 3 months to 12 years and 10 months. In 9 patients with stage III disease involving the great veins, 6 patients underwent total resection, 2 subtotal resection, and one exploratory thoracotomy. Reconstruction of SVC was done in 2 patients and of left BCV in 7 and angioplasty of SVC in one. Although there were 4 tumor deaths and one myasthenic death, 4 patients were alive and tumor free. The longest survival after total resection with SVC replacement was 11 years and 7 months. In 3 patients with stage IV disease invading the great veins, 2 patients underwent partial resection and one received radiotherapy alone. Although 2 patients died of generalized metastases and respiratory failure respectively, one remained alive 2 years and 2 months with carcinoma. Although long-term survivors were obtained in the patients with adventitial involvement, prognosis was poor in the patients with intimal invasion.